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This desperate attempt on the part of the Nazis to overthrow the
Government appeared to be the outcome of a number of contributory
causes. In the first place, the progress which Austria was now making
towards economic and financial recovery1 left no room for doubt that
the economic pressure which Germany had exerted by her tourist
tax and other means had failed to achieve its object. The Nazis
realized that with the improvement in the economic situation the
advantages which had accrued to them so long as distress and un-
employment were prevalent would gradually disappear; and they
were also obliged to admit that their hopes of a conversion en masse
of Socialists to National Socialism after the events of February 1934
had not been fulfilled; for, while individual recruits had come over
from the Socialist ranks, Nazi propagandists had had little success
in rousing the majority of the Socialists from the apathy into which
they appeared to have sunk. Moreover, the repercussions of the
'clean-up' of the 30th June in Germany2 were not likely to help
forward the Nazi cause in Austria. The discredit which the circum-
stances of the "clean-up* had cast upon the whole movement,
uncertainty regarding the nature of the relations which had existed
between the Austrian Nazis in Munich and the members of the
German party against whom Herr Hitler's action had been directed,
and consequent doubts whether the support which the Austrian Nazis
had received could be expected to continue, produced different effects
upon different members of the party in Austria. While many of them
were disheartened and inclined to abandon the struggle, the more
desperate characters resolved to make a last throw for power before
the situation became even more unfavourable. The factor which
turned the scale was probably the prospect that Nazi activities in
Austria would be more effectively curbed in future by the drastic
measures on which the Government had just decided.

Hitherto, the Austrian Government's treatment of Nazis arrested
on charges of complicity in acts of violence had been remarkable for
. its leniency, and even in the case of recent trials by court martial no
Nazis had been condemned to death and the sentences of imprison-
ment passed upon them had been light compared with those passed
on Socialists who had taken part in the fighting in February 1934.
This forbearance towards the Nazis was presumably dictated by a
desire not to prejudice any chance of coming to terms with them and
with Germany; but critics of the Austrian Government believed that
the Nazis were merely encouraged to continue their campaign by

1 See pp. 425-7, above.

3 See the present volume, pp. 324-5, above.